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It would be proper to ascribe to a beneficent
Providence the great fire which, in the space of
five days, consumed above two-thirds of the City
in the beginning of the following September, if
it could be shown that it had any salutary effects.
But it is doubtful if it produced any radical im-
provement in the slums other than thoroughly
disinfecting the narrow streets and alleys which
hitherto had harboured and aggravated every
known disease. A new and certainly a fairer
city grew from the ashes of the old. " To the
amazement of all Europe,5' says Burnet, " London
was in four years' time rebuilt with so much beauty
and magnificence that we who saw it in both
states cannot reflect on it without wondering . . .
how it could answer such a dead charge." Yet
the work of restoration was advanced too rapidly
and with too much enthusiasm, with the result
that one of the finest opportunities in the history
of town-planning was improvidently thrown away,
and, with the exception of St. Paul's Cathedral,
Wren's designs for a new Jerusalem were dis-
carded. More important at the time, however,
was the political significance attached to the
conflagration, for the common people could not
believe that such an appalling catastrophe was
the result of a mere accident in a baker's shop in
Pudding Lane. But at the height of the fire,